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This presentation may contain copyrighted material, the use of 

which has not always been specifically authorized by the 

copyright owner. This material is being made available in an 

effort to advance understanding of environmental, political, 

human rights, economic, democratic, scientific and social justice 

issues, etc. This constitutes a 'fair use' of any copyrighted 

material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. 

In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material in 

this presentation is being distributed without profit to those who 

have expressed an interest in receiving the included information 

for educational purposes.

Original copyright and ownership remains with all original 

copyright holders, photographers or authors. 
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Copyright and Disclaimer Notice



This presentation contains scientific facts, the best 

of current knowledge, a couple of radical ideas, 

and a few bits of controversial opinion.  

This presentation also contains graphic sexual 

images which some viewers may find disturbing

or unsettling. 

Viewer discretion is advised.
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Warning



• The concept of sex is simple …

… and just pink and blue.
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Sex and Gender



• Sexism

1 : prejudice or discrimination based on sex; especially :

discrimination against women

2 : behavior, conditions, or attitudes that foster stereotypes

of social roles based on sex 

• How do we sort people by sex?
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Sex and Gender



• Standard methods to determine the sex of a person 

- The configuration of external genitalia 
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Sex and Gender



• Standard methods to determine the sex of a person 

- The configuration of external genitalia 

- The production of sperm or eggs
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Sex and Gender



• Standard methods to determine the sex of a person

- The configuration of external genitalia 

- The production of sperm or eggs

- Sex chromosomes - 46XX or 46XY
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Sex and Gender



• Almost all humans have 23 pairs of chromosomes (46) 
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Sex and Gender



• One pair are referred to as the sex chromosomes 
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Sex and Gender



Normal primary and secondary sex characteristics

Male Female

External genitalia Penis Vagina

Chromosomes 46 XY 46XX

Means of reproduction Sperm Egg

Gonads Testicles Ovaries

Major hormonal influence Testosterone Estrogen

Secondary sex characteristics Facial hair Breasts

Gender identity and behaviors Masculine Feminine
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- Are ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ the same thing? 

- Are ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ interchangeable?

- What is gender identity and gender expression?
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- What is the gender binary? 
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- Where does gender identity come from?

- Is gender identity inherent from birth?

- What role does nature play?

- What role does nurture play?
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- Are gender stereotypes a social construct?

- Why are there rigid, gender-based social ‘norms’?

- Do these standards of behavior change over time?
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

“There has been a great diversity of opinion on the subject, 

but the generally accepted rule is pink for the boy and 

blue for the girl. The reason is that pink being a more 

decided and stronger color is more suitable for the boy, 

while blue, which is more delicate and dainty, is prettier 

for the girl." 

- Ladies Home Journal, June, 1918
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- Why are arbitrary ‘standards’ dangerous?
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- What happens if you violate established gender ‘norms’?
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Sex and Gender



• Gender identity

- Why do people ask, “Is that a man or a woman?”

- Is androgyny acceptable?  
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Sex and Gender



• Gender conformity can influenced by many factors

- Parents and family 

- Friends and peers

- Society as a whole
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Sex and Gender



• Gender conformity can influenced by many factors

- Advertising 

- Mass Media
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Sex and Gender

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYhCn0jf46U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iYhCn0jf46U


• Gender identity

- Can gender identity be changed? 

- Can gender expression be changed? 

- Gender expression can be changed …

… to fit the inherent gender identity.
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Sex and Gender



• Transsexual

- What is transsexual and who is transsexual? 

- Accepts the gender binary and sexual stratification

- Strives to live successfully 24/7 in the opposite
gender/sex role than that assigned at birth

- Typically seeks surgery (SRS/GRS/GCS) as part of
the process
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Sex and Gender



• Transsexual

- Male to Female (MtF) transsexual women

- Donna Rose

- Lynn Conway
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Sex and Gender



• Transsexual

- Female to Male (FtM) transsexual men

- Jamison Greene

- Diego Sanchez
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Sex and Gender



• Transsexual

- Have ‘transsexuals’ really changed their sex?

- The term ‘transsexual’ is becoming archaic, however

‘transsexuals’ could be considered a subset of the

larger ‘transgender’ population.

- ‘Transgender’ is the generally accepted term.

- ‘Trans-man’ or ‘Trans-woman’ may also be preferred.
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Sex and Gender



• Transgender

- What is transgender and who is transgender?

- Challenges the gender binary

- Integrates a variety of elements of gender and sexual

characteristics into their lifestyle

- May present ‘part-time’ or ‘full-time’
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Sex and Gender



• Transgender 

- The term ‘transgender’ was popularized in the 1970s

describing people who wanted to live cross-gender

without sex reassignment surgery.

- In the 1980s the term was expanded 

to an umbrella term and became 

popular as a means of uniting all

those whose gender identity did not

mesh with their sex assignment 

at birth.
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Sex and Gender



• Transgender

- In the 1990s, the term took on a political dimension 

by those who did not conform to established gender

norms and the term became used to question the

validity of those norms and to pursue

equal rights and anti-discrimination

legislation, leading to its widespread

usage in media, academia and law.

Slide 29

Sex and Gender



• Transgender

- Avoid the use of the term ‘transgendered’ which is

considered by many to be grammatically incorrect.

“The adjective transgender should never have an ‘-ed’

tacked onto the end. It is grammatically incorrect to

turn transgender into a participle, as it is an adjective,

not a verb. Only verbs can be used as participles by

adding an ‘-ed’ suffix.”

– GLAAD Media Guide
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Sex and Gender



• Genderqueer

- The term ‘genderqueer’ is

a recent variation on the 

theme.

- The person may identify

as bigender, pangender,

gender variant, genderless

or a third gender.

Slide 31

Sex and Gender



• Intersex

- What is intersex and who is intersex?

- Typically involves indeterminate genitalia or mixed

biological sexual characteristics

- Usually the result of hormonal or genetic variability

at the time of conception or during fetal development
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Intersex

- Many different sex chromosome arrangements have

been documented  

- XYY (1:1,000 boys) 

- XXX (Triple ‘X’ syndrome; 1:1,000 girls)

- XO (Turner syndrome; 1:2,500 girls) 
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Sex and Gender Variance

Dr. Edward R. Friedlander 

XYY karyotype



• Intersex

- An XO karyotype lacks an entire sex chromosome. 
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Sex and Gender Variance



Normal sexual development is a complex process
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Sex and Gender Variance



Physical genitalia are initially undifferentiated
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Both physical genitalia and gender identity are influenced

genetics and hormones.

• Chromosomes and genes suggest what you could be.

• Hormones ultimately determine who and what you are.
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Sex and Gender Variance



Female rats, injected with 1 mg testosterone

propionate within 24 hr after birth, showed 

drastically enhanced mounting behavior in 

adulthood as compared to a control group 

when tested with the ovaries in situ. When 

injected with testosterone the androgenized 

females tended to show more mounts and 

intromission patterns than the normal females.

- Hormones and Behavior, Volume 4, June 1973
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Genetic issues affecting sex and gender development

- Klineflelter’s syndrome (47XXY)

- Androgen insensitivity syndrome (AIS)

- 5-alpha-reductase deficiency (5-ARD)

- Congenital adrenal hyperplasia (CAH)

- Polycystic ovary syndrome (POS)

- Müllerian agenesis (MRKH)
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Klineflelter’s syndrome (47XXY)

- Occurrence is 1 in 1,000 males

- Male sex organs are underdeveloped

- Typically considered and raised as male

- Usually infertile; spermatogenesis is reduced

- Testosterone is administered at puberty
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Klineflelter’s syndrome (47XXY)

- ‘XXY’ was a 2007 film about 

the emotional struggles of an 

intersex teenager

- Critics' Week grand prize at 

2007 Cannes film festival
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Sex and Gender Variance

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvimt276vDI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvimt276vDI


• Complete Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome (AIS) 

- Conceived as a 46XY male

- Genetic defect results in inability to respond to

androgens (testosterone)

- External genitalia has a female appearance

- Occurrence of complete AIS is 1 in 20,000 male births
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Sex and Gender Variance



Complete androgen 

insensitivity syndrome (AIS) 
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Sex and Gender Variance



Excess testosterone is converted to estradiol,

resulting in female secondary sex characteristics.   
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Sex and Gender Variance

The enzyme Aromatase can 

convert Testosterone into 

Estradiol



• Complete Androgen insensitivity syndrome (AIS) 

- No ovaries or uterus present

- Underdeveloped gonads are usually removed

- Usually considered women and raised as female

- Is this a third sex?
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Partial or incomplete AIS (PAIS)

- Underdeveloped penis may

resemble a large clitoris

- Vaginal opening may not be 

fully closed without surgery

- Gynecomastia (male breast

tissues) is common

- Azoospermia is common
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Sex and Gender Variance



• 5-alpha-reductase deficiency (5-ARD) 

- Conceived as a 46XY male

- Genetic defect results in inability to produce DHT

- External genitalia has a female appearance

- Masculization occurs during puberty upon exposure

to testosterone

- Incidence higher in the Dominican Republic (1:90),

Papua New Guinea, Turkey, and Egypt.
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Congenital adrenal hyperplasia (CAH)

- Conceived as a 46XX female

- Female fetus releases a steroid hormone

- External genitialia are masculinized

- Some variations can cause physical defects
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Sex and Gender Variance



Congenital adrenal

hyperplasia (CAH)
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Polycystic ovary syndrome (POS)

- Conceived as a 46XX female

- Blood levels of androgens (male hormones) of the

mother, including androstenedione and testosterone

are be elevated. 

- Females exposed to androgen excess in utero or

during early life typically show masculinized and

defeminized behavior, ovulatory dysfunction and

virilized genitalia based upon the timing of exposure.
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Müllerian agenesis 

- Mayer Rokitansky Kuster Hauser (MRKH) Syndrome

- Conceived as a 46XX female

- External genitalia has a female

appearance

- No fallopian tubes or uterus present, vagina may be

very shallow and other abnormalities may exist.

- The estimated prevalence is 1:5000 women
Slide 51

Sex and Gender Variance



• Endocrine disruptors can affect sexual development

- DES

- Dioxin

- DDE 

- Atrazine

- Bisphenol A 
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Diethylstilbestrol (DES) 

- First synthesized in 1938

- Acts as a potent synthetic estrogen

- FDA approved for prevention of miscarriage

- 5 to10 million persons were exposed from 1941-1971

- DES manufacturer and use ended in the U.S. in 1997
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Diethylstilbestrol (DES) 

- In male offspring (DES sons),

DES can cause feminization of

the male fetus.  

- A 2002 study indicated

that maternal usage of DES

resulted in a 20 fold increase 

in prevalence of hypospadias. 
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Diethylstilbestrol (DES) 

- Rate of hypospadias has

doubled since 1970.

- DES alone does not 

account for this.
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Dioxin 

- Byproduct of the production and use of chlorinated

products, such as PVC and textile bleaching

- Environmental exposure peaked in the early 1960s

- Mimics the effects of estrogens at low concentrations

- Decreases sperm count and reduces fertility

- EPA report suggests that males are ‘permanently

feminized’ when exposed to Dioxin
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Dioxin 

- A detailed reassessment of Dioxin was started in 1991

- A 3,500 page report was submitted to the National

Academy of Sciences for review in 2004

- Chemical industry lawyers stalled progress for years

- EPA finally released the report in February 2012.

- Find it at www.epa.gov/ncea/pdfs/dioxin/nas-review/
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Sex and Gender Variance



In utero and lactational dioxin exposure demasculinizes and 

feminizes sexual behavior in adult male rats, presumably by 

causing incomplete sexual differentiation of the central 

nervous system. 

- Toxicology and 

Applied Pharmacology, 1994 
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Dioxin 

- Male sperm counts are

decreasing at a rate of 

1.5% to 3% per year.

- Dioxin alone does not 

account for this.
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene (DDE) 

- A component used in the production of DDT

- Acts as an anti-androgen

- Excreted in breast milk

- An industrial accident in 1980 caused a large spill of

DDE into Lake Apopka in Florida
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Atrazine 

- Causes demasculinization in frogs at low concentrations

- Linked to reduced sperm count in men

- Increases aromatase enzyme levels

- In the US, 77 million lbs were applied in 2003 alone

- Atrazine was banned in the European Union in 2004
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Bisphenol A 

- Used in the manufacture of plastic and resins

- First evidence of estrogenic effects came from

experiments on rats conducted in the 1930s

- In 2003, determined to reversed the normal sex

differences in brain structure and behavior

- In 2007, the NIH determined there was "some

concern" about BPA
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance
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Sex and Gender Variance



• Until recently, ‘normalization’ was a common practice.

- Boys who were born with penises that were too small

were given sex changes after birth and raised as girls.

- Surgery was often performed on girls born with an

enlarged clitoris, resulting in an loss of sensitivity.

- Girls who were growing ‘too tall’ were given drugs to

stop their growth.
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Treatment and Transition



Normalized sexual developmental characteristics

Male Female

External genitalia Penis Vagina

Chromosomes 46 XY 46 XX

Means of reproduction Sperm Egg

Gonads Testicles Ovaries

Major hormonal influence Testosterone Estrogen

Secondary sex characteristics Facial hair Breasts

Gender identity and behaviors Masculine Feminine
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Treatment and Transition



Actual sexual developmental characteristics

Slide 71

Treatment and Transition



• Variances in sexual developmental can occur as a

result of genetic issues.

• Sexual developmental issues can also occur as a direct

result of environmental contamination.

• Gender identity is often influenced by the same factors.

• As a society, we need to recognize that gender identity

issues are often the result of complex developmental

issues, not simply the result of a personal choice.
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Treatment and Transition



• In the 1960s, transgender individuals were often

institutionalized and given shock treatment therapy.
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Treatment and Transition



• The 1965 case of (Bruce) David Reimer and the studies

by Dr. John Money became the standard for decades.

- A botched circumcision ended

in gender reassignment.

- Otherwise normal male was 

raised as a female. 

• Nurture vs. Nature began to be debated in the 1970’s.

• Dr. Money claimed that the ‘experiment’ was a success.
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Treatment and Transition



• In 1979, David Reimer contacted Dr. Milton Diamond

of the University of Hawaii 

• They began to deconstruct Dr. John Money’s work.
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Treatment and Transition



• Documentary article in Rolling Stone Magazine 

entitled “The true Story of John Joan” was published

in December of 1997

• Followed up with the book “As Nature Made Him: 

The Boy Who Was Raised as A Girl” 

• On May 4, 2004 David Reimer 

shot himself
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Treatment and Transition



• First published in 1979, the Harry Benjamin Standards

of Care detailed the requirements for transition.

- Established a code of conduct for both the patient and

the provider

- Requires medical and psychological guidance

- One year real-life test prior to surgery

- Cast in the shadow of gender stereotypes
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Treatment and Transition



• Gender transition is not for everyone.

- Risks and rewards need to be understood

- For some, it is the only choice and for others it may be

the worst choice

- The trading one set of rigid gender stereotypes for

another may not be of any benefit

- Society is slowly beginning to accept ‘gender bending’
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Treatment and Transition



• In some cases, the actual sex and gender identity of an

individual do not fit the established arbitrary norms.

• Intersex persons are often forced to have genital

mutilation (surgery) to make them 'appear‘ to be one

sex or the other, even though they may actually be

neither ‘sex’.

• Persons with ‘gender bending’ behaviors or unusual

genitalia are often ridiculed … or worse.
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Social Aspects



• Intersex and transgender persons are often the victim

of bigotry and hate-crime violence.

• In 2008, 18 year old Angie Zapata, a transgender

woman was murdered.

•  Beaten to death with a

fire extinguisher. 

• In April of 2009, her 

killer was sentenced to 

life in prison. 
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Social Aspects



• In 2001, 16 year old Fred Martinez, Jr., a nádleehí or

two-spirit, half-Navajo was beaten and killed. 

• "He was really happy with himself," 

said counselor LouAnn Burkett.

• Shaun Murphy was sentenced to 

40-years in prison for the murder.

• A 2009 film documented the story.
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Social Aspects

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpKaP6-1Bus
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpKaP6-1Bus


• Violent homicide of transgender individuals continues:

2008

Angie Zapata, found in her home with severe skull fractures

Samantha Brandau, beaten, gang raped, stabbed numerous times

2009

Jorge Steven Lopez Mercado, decapitated, partially burned

Andrea Waddell, Strangled and her apartment was set on fire

Tyli'a Mack, Stabbed to death on the street in broad daylight

Archie Avis Brooks, Stabbed to death

Terri Benally, Beaten to death

Christopher Jermaine Scott, Shot multiple times
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Social Aspects



• Social pressures and bigotry has led to a recent series

of suicides among gay and transgender youth.

2010
Seth Walsh, 13 years old, from California

Asher Brown, 13 years old, Texas

Caleb Nolt, 14 years old, from Indiana 

Harrison Chase Brown, 15 years old, from Colorado

Billy Lucas, 15 years old, from Indiana

Cody J. Barker, 17 years old, from Wisconsin

Felix Sacco, 17 years old, from Massachusetts

Tyler Clementi, 18 years old, from New Jersey

Chloe Anne Lacey, 18 years old, from California

Alec Henrikson, 18 years old, from Utah
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Social Aspects



• Clint McCance of the Arkansas School Board, had a

different view of LGBT teen suicides.  He would like it 

“if they all commit suicide.” (Facebook, October 2010)
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Social Aspects

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WP4QicpjS4A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WP4QicpjS4A
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Social Aspects



• Communities are beginning to provide protection  for

transgender and intersex individuals

• After the deaths of homeless transgender persons in

Atlanta and Austin, shelters in both cities are revamping

acceptance policies and considering the creation of

trans-friendly space.

• In 2009, the governor of Washington signed a bill to 

add protections for transgender people to the state’s

hate-crimes law.
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Social Aspects



• In 2000, a ballot initiative to define that “only a marriage

between a male and female person shall be recognized

and given effect in this state“ is placed on the Nevada

2000 ballot and approved by voters.

• Nevada requires constitutional initiatives to be approved

at two successive general elections.

• In 2002, the required petition signatures are obtained

and the measure is placed on the 2002 ballot and the

initiative is approved by voters in 2002 by a margin of

66% (Yes) to 33% (No).
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



‘Transgender Lobby Days’ 2007 in Washington D.C. 
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Transgender Lobby Days’ 2007 

- Nearly arrested for using the ladies restroom in 

the Hart Senate building

- Was instructed to use the

“one down the hall” due to

the ‘M’ gender marker on

my Nevada driver’s license.
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Equality Nevada organized the first LGBT citizen’s

lobbyist group during the 2009 legislative session

“Never doubt that a small group of committed people can 

change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

- Margaret Mead
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2009 Legislative Session



• In 2009, SB 207 was introduced to prohibit discrimination

in matters of public accommodation based upon sexual

orientation and was approved by the governor.

• SB 207 did not include ‘gender identity or expression’

language and provided no protection for transgender

individuals.

• Prior to SB 207 becoming law, in Nevada, you could be

legally denied entry to a hotel or casino because you

appeared to be a homosexual.
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2009 Legislative Session



• SB 283 which would allow legal ‘domestic partnerships’

was passed the Senate and the Assembly but was

vetoed by governor Gibbons on May 22, 2009.

• The veto of SB 283 was overridden

by the Assembly and the Senate on

May 31, 2009.

• Domestic partnerships became legal

in Nevada on October 1, 2009
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2009 Legislative Session



• ‘Matthew Shepard Act’ 

- Expands the federal hate-crime law to include crimes

motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender,

sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability.

- Matthew Shepard was robbed,

pistol-whipped, tortured, tied to 

a fence, and left to die in 1998.

- Signed by President Obama on 

October 28, 2009
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• With the support of legislative officials, the ACLU and

members of Equality Nevada, the Nevada Department 

of Motor Vehicles issued form DLD-636 in May of 2010.

• Nevada DMV form DLD-636 

allows the gender marker 

on state issued identification

to be changed by a doctor’s

order, without requiring 

gender reassignment surgery.
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Log Cabin Republicans v. United States

- The Joint Chiefs of Staff determined that there was a

low risk of service disruptions due to repealing the ban.

- U.S Senate voted 65-31 to 

authorize the repeal of the 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 

- President Obama signed 

S. 4023 on December 2010

rendering the LCR case moot
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Several transgender individuals from Las Vegas and

Reno formed the first ‘Transgender Lobby Days’ 

at the Nevada Legislature

on March 14-15, 2011
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2011 Legislative Session



• AB 211 prohibited discriminatory employment practices

based upon gender identity or expression was signed

by Governor Sandoval on May 24, 2011.

• SB 331 revised provisions relating to discrimination in

places of public accommodation and was signed by

Governor Sandoval on June 1, 2011 and included

‘gender identity and expression’ language.

• SB 368 prohibited discrimination in housing and was

signed by Governor Sandoval on June 1, 2011 and

included ‘gender identity and expression’ language.
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2011 Legislative Session



• Sevcik v. Sandoval

- Lambda Legal sued in federal court to challenge

Nevada's constitutional ban on same-sex marriage. 

- The case of Sevcik v. Sandoval, represents eight

gay and lesbian couples who

argue they are currently relegated

to second-class status by the 

Nevada constitution.

Slide 98

LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Nevada Senator Pat Spearman introduced SB 139

which would expand provisions governing criminal and

civil liability for certain crimes to include crimes

motivated by the victim's gender identity or expression.

- SB 139 was signed into law by Governor Sandoval

on May 21, 2013.
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2013 Legislative Session



• Nevada Assemblyman Tick Segerblom introduced 

SJR13 which "Proposes to amend the Nevada

Constitution to remove the limitation on the 

recognition of marriage".

• SJR13 passed the state legislature

in May 2013 

• To become law, SJR13 needed to 

pass again in the 2015 legislative session and become

an initiative on the 2016 general election ballot
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2013 Legislative Session



• United States v. Windsor

- Supreme Court rules that the Defense of Marriage Act

(DOMA) is unconstitutional on June 26, 2013.

- Declared Section 3 of DOMA to be unconstitutional "as 

a deprivation of the liberty of the person protected by the

Fifth Amendment.“

- Attorney General Eric Holder said the court's decision is

an "enormous triumph for equal protection under the law

for all Americans."
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LGBT Politics in Nevada



• Sevcik v. Sandoval

- “After thoughtful review and analysis, the state has

determined that its arguments grounded upon equal

protection and due process are no longer sustainable.”

Nevada Attorney General Catherine Cortez Masto

- Governor Sandoval agreed and dropped

the defense of the gay marriage ban in 

Sevcik v. Sandoval on February 11, 2014
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election



• Lauren Scott, candidate for Nevada Assembly District 30

- Appointed to the Nevada Equal Rights Commission by

Governor Brian Sandoval in 2012

- Received the endorsement of Governor 

Sandoval, Assemblyman John Hambrick

and Patty Cafferata, former Nevada 

State Treasurer and Assemblywoman

- If elected, first openly transgender

person to serve in a state legislature.
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election



• Nevada 2014 Primary Election Results

- Lauren Scott defeated Adam Khan for the Republican

nomination for Nevada Assembly District 30 (58/41)

- First time a transgender GOP candidate won a nomination

to a state legislative position 
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election



• Nevada 2014 Primary Election Results

- Primary win received global news coverage
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr0zquu5vWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr0zquu5vWc


• Ninth Circuit Court ruling

- State Constitutional Amendment ruled unconstitutional in

Sevcik v. Sandoval

- On October 10, 2014 same-sex marriage became legal

- Governor Sandoval urged a federal appeals court to reject

a request by the Coalition for the Protection of Marriage for

a rehearing of the Nevada gay marriage issue.
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election



• Nevada 2014 General Election Results

- Lauren Scott lost to incumbent Democrat Mike Sprinkle

- Scott received 46% of the vote (5,293 votes) in a district

with a 12% Democrat registration advantage
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LGBT Issues – 2014 Election



• LGBT Related Bills in the 2015 Session 

- AB375 is the ‘bathroom bill’

- SB164 adds ‘gender identity and expression’ to many of

the existing state statutes

- SB204 provides protection from bullying in public schools

- SB353 bans gay conversion therapy for children 

Slide 

108

2015 Legislative Session



• SJR 13 

- Proposed to amend the Nevada Constitution to remove

the limitation on the recognition of marriage.

- Passed in 2013 legislative session

- Will not be heard in 2015 session

- Ninth Circuit ruling made SJR13 moot
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2015 Legislative Session
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Case Studies



Competed in the 2009 World 

Championships as a woman

Genitals have a female

appearance

Probably does not have ‘both’

In the 1996 Olympics, eight woman had male 

chromosomes.  Seven of these eight women had 

Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome.
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Case Study – Caster Semenya



Diagnosed with androgen 

insensitivity syndrome (AIS)

at 6 yrs

Has XY (male) chromosomes

Genetically insensitive to 

testosterone and androgens

Did not develop a penis or 

external testes
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Case Study - Katie Baratz



Externally appears female

presenting a shallow vagina

Never developed a uterus or 

fallopian tubes – thus infertile

Appeared on Oprah to raise 

awareness of AIS
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Case Study - Katie Baratz



Began to transition from Female to 

Male in another state 

Changed gender marker on driver’s 

license from F to M

Relocated to Reno due to social 

rejection in her community

Inexperienced counselor agreed to 

continue support for testosterone 

hormone therapy
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Case Study – Jane Doe #1



Attended transgender support group 

Discussed her decision and reasons

Root cause was child molestation, 

damaged self-image as a woman and

desire to obtain the power of men

After further discussions, she decided

not to transition

Sought rape counseling
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Case Study – Jane Doe #1



Was born near Lake Apopka, 

Florida in 1985

Ambiguous genitalia at birth

Genital (FtM) reconstruction 

Has XY (male) chromosomes 

Genitalia now appears like an 

underdeveloped male with 

undescended testes
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Case Study - Tabitha Anders*

*Name has been changed.



Was prescribed testosterone 

which lead to behavior problems 

and confusion

Traveled to Reno, NV and was 

living on the street

Sought hormone replacement 

therapy and support

Parents ultimately admitted to 

infantile genital surgery 
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Case Study - Tabitha Anders*



Conceived as a 46XY male

Born near Lake Michigan in 1963

Indications of hypospadias

Low sperm count

Pericentric inversion on 

chromosome 9

Hormone changes at puberty led

to behavior problems and confusion
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Case Study – Lauren Scott

Antarctica 1999



Overcompensating male behaviors 

Served seven years as a military
firefighter in the Air Force 

Began to transition in 1999 

Sought counseling, hormone
replacement therapy and surgery 

Researched the origins of sex 
and gender identity …
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Case Study – Lauren Scott

Reno, NV 2009

http://latitudephotography.smugmug.com/gallery/7998940_f6gqV/2/520068457_eheqj/Original
http://latitudephotography.smugmug.com/gallery/7998940_f6gqV/2/520068457_eheqj/Original


“Sex, Laws and Stereotypes”
A Transgender Perspective

Presented by

Lauren A. Scott

laurenalexs@gmail.com
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